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PRESS STATEMENT
The Zambia National Farmers Union (ZNFU) expresses deep concern at the lethargic
approach by the Food Reserve Agency (FRA) in purchasing crops from Farmers and
disbursing payments to them.
It is regrettable that every year, farmers have been experiencing the same challenges
during the maize marketing season regarding the FRA breaching its 10 to 14 days
payment window, and nothing much seems to have been done to address the
chronic anomaly.
In effect, this anomaly means the FRA is neglecting to pay farmers on time and this is
affecting the farmers’ preparations for their next farming season. It is very well known
that farmers only receive their hard earned money once year, which they have to reinvest for the subsequent planting season.
Farmers needed at least a month before the farming season commences to have the
inputs in place but the delayed payments could cause a ruinous chain reaction. The
payment delays mean further delayed purchases of farming inputs as well as delayed
farmers’ deposits for Farmers’ Input Support Programme (FISP) inputs and further
delays before farmers can access subsequent inputs.
These delays in payments could be a cue to undoing the growth of the agriculture
sector that the farmers have worked hard to prop up. It is disappointing that farmers
have to sweat for their income both at production and in marketing processes.
Already, the farmers are not happy with the low base price at which they have been
arm-twisted to sell their crops, and the desperately slow pace at which the FRA is
purchasing and disbursing payments is unjust.

From the data collected thus far, FRA has only paid out a total of K43, 598, 080, out
of K263, 473,168 owed to farmers for the crops sold to the FRA since the start of the
marketing season, representing 16.5% of the purchased crop.
ZNFU is urging FRA to take into consideration the effects of delayed payments to
farmers, and live by its word by paying out the balance of K219, 875,088 owed to
farmers with great speed.
The Union has also been to wonder when the distribution of inputs under the Farmer
Input Support Programme (FISP) will take off this year. Earlier this year the Minister of
Agriculture and Livestock had indicated that all inputs would be with the farmers by
end of August 2014 and the distribution is yet to commence.
The Minister indicated that under FISP, farmers would receive 106,400 metric tonnes
of Compound D, 101,000 metric tonnes of Urea, 10,000 metric tonnes of Maize Seed,
127 metric tonnes of Rice, and 119 metric tonnes of sorghum.
But the Nitrogen Chemical of Zambia (NCZ) has only produced about 64,000 metric
tonnes of Compound D fertilizer since April, meaning they are yet to produce about
40,000 metric tonnes. This means NCZ needs two more months to complete the
production of D compound fertilizer under FISP. Farmers also do not know when the
imported Urea will land into the country. There’s, therefore, need for pragmatic
measures to avoid delayed inputs distribution.
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